
La foi sans les oeuvres 

est morte (Jac 2:14-26)

Ce que la foi est!



• In his denunciation of a faith 

which exists only in the head 

and which expresses itself by 

beautiful words and not in the 

facts.  James gives us two 

examples of the old testament 

to follow: Abraham and Rahab.  



• Abraham was not a perfect 

man, but he was rich and 

famous. 

• He received the promise of 

God.  He is the father of the 

Jewish nation. 



• He even gave proof that his 

love for God had no limit in 

accepting to offer his son as 

a sacrifice to God. 



• Rahab, a woman of bad 

reputation. 

• a woman of dubious 

character, 

• a pagan James quotes 

these two examples of faith 

expressed in deeds to show 



• James quotes these two 

examples of faith expressed 

in deeds to show that faith 

in action is within the reach 

of all of us. 



Jacques 2 :25

Josué 2:1-16



• What is the adjective associated 

with Rahab's name?  --Prostitute.  

How many of us would like to be 

known either from our 

contemporaries or from the future 

generation with this qualifier? 



• The Hebrew word rendered by 

"prostitute" in Joshua 2 may also 

mean "innkeeper". 

• And most likely, Rahab was 

holding an Inn.  This may be what 

explains the most natural way for 

spies to go there. 



• However, the Greek word for 

"prostitute" used in James 2:25 

means without any ambiguity an 

immoral person. 



• It is also the meaning given to it in 

Hebrews 11:31.  

• So, in all likelihood, Rahab was  

innkeeper at day, prostitute at 

night!



• Anyway, in any case, the 2 spies 

are quickly unmasked. 

• The King is informed and takes 

appropriate security measures 

(vv. 2-3).



• Questioned, Rahab claimed that 

she had not known who they 

were, and that she assured them 

that they had left.  

• Why did Rahab prefer to lie 

instead of delivering two enemies 

who came to her city to spy? 



• There is no concrete evidence to 

say this, but the ease with which 

she was able to get rid of the 

soldiers seems to mean that she 

had worked well with them in the 

past. 



• Hiding enemy Spies specially 

when war is at the door, that’s  

not patriotism.  It is even a crime 

of high treason punished by 

capital punishment. 



• When Rahab had the opportunity 

to prove her faith in the Lord, she 

risked her life. When the Israelite 

spies arrived in her Tavern, she 

did not tell them: I believe in the 

same God as you and I hope He 

will help you. No! She said, "I'm 

going to hide you. 



• Rahab's faith pushed her to 

action.  So she passed the 

theoretical stage of faith very 

early.   



• James speaks of demons who 

are frightened and tremble.  

• If Rahab's countrymen trembled 

in fear, Rahab was frightened to 

salvation.  She has clearly 

confessed: it is the Lord who is 

God.



• Rahab's story is exciting. It is one 

of the greatest examples of faith 

that saves in the Bible (see Heb 

11:31). 

• Rahab had heard the word and 

she knew that her city was 

doomed. 



• It is clear that Rahab had 

undoubtedly believed what her 

fellow countrymen had not 

believed, and this in the face of 

any improbability that a small 

number of non-accustomed 

people to war would conquer well-

armed warriors.



• Rahab reacted with her 

intelligence and emotions, but she 

also showed willingness: she 

acted. She risked her own life to 

protect Jewish spies, and she 

risked her life even more to share 

the good news of deliverance with 

her family members. 



• Rahab could have had a dead 

faith, a simply intellectual faith. 

She could also have had a 

demonic faith, but she had an 

acting faith. 

• She proved the authenticity of her 

faith through her works. 



• A faith without works is a body 

without soul, it is a corpse; and he 

who lives only such a faith is a 

man who lives in death.



• Matthew 1:5 tells us that Rahab 

married a man of the nation of 

Israel and thus became one of the 

ancestors of our Lord. What a 

grace! Rahab is one of the first 

missionaries of the Bible and one 

cannot help but compare it to the 

sinful Samaritan in John 4. 

• When we realize the little 



• Matthew 1:5 tells us that Rahab 

married a man of the nation of 

Israel and thus became one of the 

ancestors of our Lord. 

• What a grace! Rahab is one of 

the first missionaries of the Bible. 

She is compared to the Samaritan 

woman in John 4. 



• Rahab had little information about 

God, but she had extraordinary  

faith. 

• Rahab's faith is like a charge 

against sinners who refuse to 

believe today. 



• Don't let your past condemn you.  

Satan will try to use it to belittle 

us, but I tell you tonight if the 

grace of God was within the reach 

of Rahab, it is also within our 

grasp.



• Rahab and Abraham did not 

prove their faith through any 

ritual, but they risked what was 

most dear to them. Abraham 

risked his son's life.  Rahab risked 

her own life and that of her family.  

• .



• It is in the whirlwind of life, at the 

crossroads of the great paths that 

the authentic faith manifests itself 

(James 1).

• .



• It is not your environment that will 

determine what kind of Christian 

you are, it is the quality of your 

faith.


